
Butler County Board of Elections 
Board Meeting Minutes 

August 19, 2019 

The Butler County Board of Elections met on Monday, August 19, 2019, at 9:00 a.m. for 

a regular meeting. Roll call was taken and present were Chairman Frank Cloud, 

Member Mariann Penska, Member Todd Hall, Member Chris Wunnenberg, Director 

Diane Noonan, Deputy Director Eric Corbin, Early Voting Administrator Tiffany Harmon, 

Database Administrator Joe Andrews, guests from the City of Trenton and Poll Worker 

Administrator/Executive Assistant, Melissa Trotta. 

Chairman Cloud recommended opening the meeting with Old Business, with no 

objections. Database Administrator Joe Andrews presented the DEFCON Conference 

Update. He thanked the Board for giving him the opportunity to go to the Voting Village 

at DEFCON. After visiting the Voting Village he reported that if this was happening in 

2012 or 2016 we would be in trouble because the TSX machines the Board just 

replaced are exploitable. DEFCON had TSX units which were being exploited with 

minimal effort. After returning to the office he attempted to perform the same tactics to 

our new system and was unsuccessful. Purchasing a new voting system earlier this 

year has proven to be a good decision. He also explained that he learned about Social 

Engineering which hackers use to get information from social media, phone calls and 

emails. We will continue to work to prevent these methods and to train the staff to be 

aware of these threats.  

Chairman Cloud submitted the Bills on Document 1, for approval. Member Hall moved 
to approve the bills; seconded by Member Penska. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud yea 
Member Penska yea 
Member Hall  yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Chairman Cloud submitted the meeting minutes from the July 8, 2019, meeting on 
Document 2. Member Hall moved to approve the July 8, 2019, meeting minutes; 
seconded by Member Penska. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried 
 
Director Noonan acknowledged receipt of the following directives: 
 
 2019-10  Initial Petitions Filed Re: Prospective Referendum 

Petition Concerning Am. Sub. H.B. 6 of the 133rd 

General Assembly 

 2019-11 Updated Election Official Manual and Related 

Directives 

 2019-12  Chapter 2 Election Administration 

Page 6 of 19



 2019-13  Chapter 3 Voter Registration 

 2019-14  Chapter 5 Absentee Voting 

 2019-15  Chapter 7 Election Day Voting 

 2019-16  Chapter 8 Canvassing the Votes 

 2019-17  Chapter 11 Petitions 

 2019-18  Chapter 12 Candidates 

 2019-19  Chapter 15 Miscellaneous Duties 

 

Director Noonan acknowledged receipt of the following advisories: 

 2019-06 Am. Sub. H.B. 166, State Operating Budget (133rd 

General Assembly) 

 2019-07 Court Order Regarding a Board of Election’s Review 

of Initiative Petitions 

 
Deputy Director Corbin explained Advisory 2019-06 officially informs the Board of 
Elections the primary election date has been moved from Tuesday, March 10, 2020, to 
Tuesday, March 17, 2020. He stated the advisory also explains that the poll worker 
reduction bill has passed the legislature and is in effect for this November’s election.  
 
Director Noonan presented Document 3, Candidates to be certified to the November 5, 
2019, General Election. Member Hall moved to certify the candidates on Document 3, to 
the November 5, 2019, General Election; seconded by Member Penska. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 

Member Penska  yea 

Member Hall   yea 

Member Wunnenberg yea 

All in favor; motion carried. 
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Director Noonan presented Document 4, Petitions in Questions for the November 5, 

2019, General Election. Director Noonan explained Shaunna Tafelski, a candidate for 

Oxford City Fiscal Officer, has one part-petition where it appears the same voter signed 

two different signatures. She said an affidavit was received from the voter with the 

signature in question, swearing he is the voter who signed the petition. Member Penska 

moved to certify Shaunna Tafelksi, candidate for Oxford City Fiscal Officer, to the 

November 5, 2019, General Election; seconded by Member Hall. Roll Call: 

Chairman Cloud  yea 

Member Penska  yea 

Member Hall   yea 

Member Wunnenberg yea 

All in favor; motion carried. 

 

Director Noonan explained Steve Morgan, a candidate for Fairfield Township Trustee, 

has two part-petitions where, voter’s signatures were dated before the date in the 
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Statement of Candidacy. She said the candidate also failed to provide his address on 

one of those part-petitions. Director Noonan stated an opinion was received from the 

County Prosecutor’s office stating the facts and concluded that the decision is the 

Board’s discretion. Member Halls asked if Mr. Morgan was notified of the errors on his 

petitions. Deputy Director Corbin said, yes he was notified. Chairman Cloud moved to 

certify Steve Morgan, candidate for Fairfield Township Trustee, to the November 5, 

2019, General Election; seconded by Member Hall. Roll Call: 

Chairman Cloud  yea 

Member Penska  yea 

Member Hall   yea 

Member Wunnenberg yea 

All in favor; motion carried 

 

Director Noonan stated there are three Candidates whose petitions did not meet the 

statutory requirements. Member Hall moved not to certify Shawn Jenkins, Tim Kelley, 

and Mike Miller to the November 5, 2019, General Election; seconded by Member 

Penska. Roll Call: 

Chairman Cloud  yea 

Member Penska  yea 

Member Hall   yea 

Member Wunnenberg yea 

All in favor; motion carried. 
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Director Noonan presented Document 5, Issues to be Certified to the November 5, 

2019, General Election. Member Wunnenberg moved to certify the issues on Document 

5 to the November 5, 2019, General Election; seconded by Member Hall. Roll Call: 

Chairman Cloud  yea 

Member Penska  yea 

Member Hall   yea 

Member Wunnenberg yea 

All in favor; motion carried. 
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Director Noonan presented Document 6, Candidates to be certified to the March 17, 

2020, Primary Election. Member Hall moved to certify the candidates on Document 6 to 

the March 17, 2020, Primary Election; seconded by Member Penska. Roll Call: 

Chairman Cloud  yea 

Member Penska  yea 

Member Hall   yea 

Member Wunnenberg yea 

All in favor; motion carried. 
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Director Noonan presented the Precinct Election Official Reduction (PEOs) on 

Document 7. Director Noonan stated the suggested new number of PEOs at each 

polling location has been reviewed by Deputy Director Corbin, Database Administrator 

Joe Andrews, Poll Worker Administrator Melissa Trotta and herself. She made a 

recommendation to reduce 152 PEOs, a thirteen percent reduction which would save an 

estimated $30,438.00. Member Hall asked if the staff has confidence the voters of 

Butler County will receive the same service as in previous elections. Director Noonan 

said, absolutely. Member Penska asked if the reduction is only for the November 5, 

2019 election. Deputy Director Corbin said yes it would only be for the upcoming 

election and then recalculated. Member Hall moved to approve the reduction of Precinct 

Election Officials for the November 5, 2019 General Election; seconded by Member 

Penska. Roll Call: 

Chairman Cloud  yea 

Member Penska  yea 

Member Hall   yea 

Member Wunnenberg yea 

All in favor; motion carried. 
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Under Old Business Deputy Director Eric Corbin presented Cyber Security Update on 
Document 8. He mentioned that progress is being made and that the office has a call 
every Thursday morning with Butler County Information Services about the 
implementation. He presented a document provided by the United States Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) outlining some of the vulnerabilities of the Board of Elections 
building. He explained that the staff is working on getting quotes for the projects. There 
was a discussion about the cost of these projects and how to prioritize them. There was 
agreement that the Board should try to address as many of the concerns as possible. 
The Board Members suggested two general contractors to help assist with the projects.  
 
Deputy Director Corbin explained that the Ohio Secretary of State Directive 2019-08 
Security requires criminal background checks for employees of the Board. He explained 
that currently there is a draft policy that has had a preliminary review by the 
Prosecutor’s office but is not finalized. He gave a brief summary of the policy which 
says in short, the seriousness and nature of any crimes will be considered when hiring 
new and evaluating current employees. Member Hall stated he has no issues with the 
policy as long as the Prosecutor gives final approval. Member Penska asked how long 
the background checks will look back. Deputy Director Corbin said the office has 
reached out to see if there is an industry standard or if they will look all the way back to 
when each person was eighteen years old.  
 
Deputy Director Corbin explained the other requirements for the Board Members 
including the new email restrictions and awareness training.  
 
Under New Business Director Noonan presented the draft 2020 Operating Budget 
documents. She explained that currently the budget for 2020 totals $3,835,086.00, 
which is thirty-three percent higher than 2019 because of the presidential election year. 
She asked the Board to read over the documents so that changes can be made before 
the next meeting. Member Hall asked if the budget fits the template from last year. 
Deputy Director Corbin explained that last year the Commissioner’s office provided a 
pre-analysis which was used to create the final budget submission, however this year 
there was no pre-analysis to use, but the current document is in the same format as last 
year. He also informed the Board members that the Commissioners are asking for a five 
year capital improvement plan from each office. Currently the staff is thinking the 
electronic poll books will need to be replaced due Apple stopping security updates for 
the iPads. This expense will be entered into the five year capital budget.  
 
Director Noonan invited Early Voting Administrator Tiffany Harmon to present the 
Folding Machine Proposal on Document 9. She explained that we reached out to three 
companies about their folding machines one of which was not able to perform the tasks 
that are needed. She explained to the Board the options for purchasing or leasing the 
equipment as well as the advantages and disadvantages of purchasing a maintenance 
plan. Deputy Director Corbin explained that last year the maintenance contract was not 
renewed because it was about $8,000.00 which is almost the cost of a new machine. 
Additionally the current machine is past its life expectancy and he vendor is having 
trouble locating replacement parts, but the office will continue to use it until it is 
completely non-functional. Member Hall asked if there are warranties on the new 
machines. Early Voting Administrator Harmon said she will need to reach out to the 
vendors and get more information about the specifics. Member Hall suggested that he is 
interested in a direct purchase without a maintenance plan, there was consensus with 
that idea.  
 
Director Noonan presented the updated Board Meeting Schedule on Document 10, for 

the Board Members to review and approve due to the 2020 primary date change. 

Member Penska moved to approve the updated Board Meeting Schedule as described 

on Document 10; seconded by Member Hall. Roll Call: 

Chairman Cloud  yea 

Member Penska  yea 

Member Hall   yea 

Member Wunnenberg yea 
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Under the Director’s Report, Director Noonan said the office has sent out the last 
chance mailers as required by directive and that the Secretary of State will reimburse 
those costs to the county. She informed the Board that Dominion was on-site last week 
to train Database Administrators Jay Klein and Joe Andrews on the new tabulation 
system. She said the building is getting new vending machines which is coordinated by 
the Commissioners. She continued with an update about poll worker recruitment, 1,176 
poll workers have been recruited. Member hall asked how many poll workers are 
needed. Director Noonan answered, about 900. She told the Board members the office 
is coordinating with the county’s branding committee to use the new Butler County logo 
for the board of Elections.  
 
Under the Deputy Director’s Report Deputy Director Corbin informed the Board 
members that the League of Women Voters invited the office to their next meeting and 
asked for a demonstration of the new voting equipment and that he and Database 
Administrator Joe Andrews would be attending. He explained that the voter registration 
database vendor for the county, DIMS, recently sent a letter explaining that the 
California division of the company was sold off and that we could still expect good 
service from the company. He said at least four counties have recently switched form 
the vendor.  
 
With no further business, Member Hall moved to adjourn the meeting; seconded by 
Member Wunnenberg. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:58 a.m. 

 

 

__________________________   __________________________ 

Frank Cloud, Chairman   Diane Noonan, Director 

 

__________________________  __________________________ 

Todd Hall, Member    Chris Wunnenberg III, Member 

 

________________________ 

Mariann Penska, Member  
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